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Bringing out an issue of The Teachers’ Movement  at this point is a daunting task. 
Teachers’ Movement represents the voices that echoe the visions, aspirations and 
dreams of college and university teachers of India.  Activities of our organisation 
AIFUCTO, views of eminent academicians and our strategies were regularly published 
in its pages so that teachers across India could be kept updated on advances concerning 
higher education and other issues . However over the past few years and especially after 
the outbreak of the pandemic publication of Teachers’ Movement  became erratic and 
almost stopped. We are working hard to remove the uncertainties surrounding the 
publication of the Teachers’ Movement in our modest and limited way. Circumstances 
were extremely difficult to keep the momentum of our activities at the desired pace.

 This editorial is getting written at a time when  NEP 2020 poses the greatest threat to 
the public funded education system of India. It is a blatant attempt in doing away with all 
forms of public funding in education, introduce privatisation and hinder research. The 
suggestions in NEP 2020 if implemented will deny basic primary and school education 
and restrict higher education to willing students. NEP 2020 emphasises honing of skills 
vis a vis cultivation of knowledge. By bringing education under the radar of the 
government, NEP 2020 poses threat to autonomy of higher educational institutions, 
colleges and universities. If implemented NEP 2020 will create generations of College 
dropouts, thanks to the multiple exit and entry system  that is proposed in   Both 
quantity and quality of research will be severely compromised once the new policy 
becomes effective. Though no discussion with stakeholders took place till date, 
AIFUCTO  in the Academic Conference  will offer ways of  doing away with the 
anomalies in NEP 2020. While we do not oppose positive changes in school and college 
education, in tune with the demands of the time, we oppose the sinister designs 
purportedly made to devSlue education. The teachers across the country must unite and 
raise their voices against the introduction of NEP 2020, an agenda that the current 
political dispensation by pressurising UGC is pushing hard. We hope that the thoughtful 
contributions of teachers and academicians though the pages of Teachers’ Movement 
will play a vital role in saving higher education in India.

Editorial



Prof. Kesab Bhattacharya
President
AIFUCTO 

Assault on Education
Prof. Kesab Bhattacharyya

The entire education system in India is today under attack. The assault that began in 
the wake of liberalism gathered strength under RSS BJP ideological onslaught. There 
are two distinct motives behind such attack on education. One is to make education 
the driving factor in establishing the RSS BJP doctrine and two to commodify 
education and make an elite enterprise. And to attain the second objective, large scale 
privatisation and commercialisation has been unleashed. Education is turned into the 
new ground of corporates with surprising alacrity.

When the entire country was under lockdown and battling Covid, NEP 2020 was 
introduced in Parliament in the mist undemocratic manner. The purpose was clear. 
While introducing the education Policy, Prime Minister Modi said that the main 
highlight of the new policy was the online mode of education. During a period when 
the question of survival for common people became a challenge one wonders what 
prompted the introduction of NEP in such haste! Without adequate infrastructure and 
any readiness, the sudden introduction of online education brought tremendous 
hardship for the underprivileged students across the country. The beneficiary of the 
system were the students coming from affluent, well to do families and of course big 
corporates like the Google that offered online services. One May recall that 
immediately afterwards Google CEO Sundar Pichai on a visit to India promised huge 
investment for online education. Such close nexus between state and corporate 
imperils the education system of the country making it out of bounds for the common 
people.

NEP 2020 is under public scanner and lot has been said and written on various aspects 
of the Policy. Instead of going over them again, t he r paper would discuss the most 
dangerous outcomes of the Policy.
The present political dispensation is clearly brainwashing the young minds through 
its chosen curriculum and propaganda in institutions of higher learning; there is a 
clear tendency to bring all research institutes under its control and surveillance and 
appoint RSS BJP people at the top levels and dictate research in a way that suits their 
purpose. There is undeniable attempt to reframe the syllabus, make astrology a part of 
serious academic discourse, rewriting and studying history through mythological 
tales and legends with no data to support the hypothesis , encouraging non scientific 
subjects etc. The whole exercise is to promote superstition and non scientific, critical 
outlook among the students and create division among people in the society. Both 
central and state governments have degraded the importance and value of centres of 
excellence that have so long been engaged in outstanding research and academic 
work. These centres in the present time have become targets of attack of the Modi 



government, thereby eroding democratic, secular s as no scientific outlook that these 
institutes propagated. In its place one finds promotion of divisive and orthodox 
ideologies of RSS and BJP. No wonder therefore that we find repeated attacks on free 
thinking, democratic and secular minded people. The recommendations in NEP 
reflect this trend repeatedly.

The central government wants to move ahead with the implementation of NEP by 
completely ignoring the stakeholders and Parliament. NEP 2020 is an aggressive 
attempt towards commercialisation, commodification and centralisation of 
education, it’s main agenda being saffronisation. It completely disregards ideas of 
social equality and justice while creating rifts in the civil society. It tries to achieve 
these ends through fast implementation of the policy through various UGC 
regulations.
The most menacing feature of NEP is its alienating tendency that will be the obvious 
fall out of commercialisation. In no section of NEP do one come across the terms like 
privatisation or commercialisation but the suggestions therein are implicit. 
Throughout the document setting up of high quality educational institutes have been 
suggested through the PPP or Public- philanthropic- private model. There is no 
mention of exercising any kind of control over the fees to be charged in private 
educational institutions. These institutions will enjoy complete autonomy in such 
matters. The public private debate is no longer a rhetoric but a reality. Education too 
now is a product. The cost of education will definitely go up if NEP 2020 becomes 
fully functional. The high cost of education will deprive the backward, socially and 
economically underprivileged, Dalits and less advantageous groups to drop out of 
education- a trend that will defeat the professed purpose of 100% GRR in the decade 
ahead.

The entire education system in the country is faced with insurmountable odds. 
Education is gradually getting out of reach of the common people. It is time for the 
progressive people of the society to stand up against the degradation of the education 
system. It is indeed the time to launch a direct offensive against the vested interests 
and save education from doom. No one organisation can carry out this mission. It is 
our earnest plea therefore all like minded, liberal and secular forces unite in this 
crusade against destruction of the public funded education system of our country.
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Press Release
New Delhi/ Patna:28.1.2023.

           All India Federation of University and College Teachers' 0rganisations (AIFUCTO) call for 
Black Badge protest on 14th February 2023.
            The National Executive Body Meeting of AIFUCTO has given a call for Black Badge 
protest by the universities and college teachers across the country on 14th February 
2023.AIFUTO has also appealed all fraternal organizations and democratic minded citizens of the 
country to extend their solidarity support. This wearing of black badge is a symbolic expression of 
deep sheeted resentment against the hasty, arbitrary and unilateral implications of many measures 
detrimental to the inclusive nature of higher education of the country. 
      In the name of implementation of a retrograde, undemocratic and exclusionary NEP 
2020,UGC at the  behest of Ministry of Education, Government of India has made public many  
negative regulations such as blending learning system, four years under graduate program, 
multiple entry and exit, common universities entrance test and recently brought out the  draft 
regulations on entry of foreign universities. 
      The most unfortunate part is Ministry of Education, Government of India and UGC is 
undemocratic enough to hear the views of all the stake holder including AIFUCTO. The black 
badge as also intended to demand before the Government of India to restore old pension scheme, 
filling of vacancies, regularisation of services of ad hoc, part time and temporary teachers.           

          AIFUCTO still hope that the Ministry of Education, Government of India including UGC 
will respond to the democratic voice of the teaching fraternity to Save Education, Save Campus 
and Save Education. AIFUCTO 32nd Academic conference schedule to be held at Kurukshetra 
University, Harayana on 17th March to 19th March 2023,will review the situation and will take 
steps to safeguard the interest of education and our nation. 

For kind publication, 

Prof.Dr.Arun Kumar, 
General Secretary.
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